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IN THE UNITED STA TES PA TENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE S - S -O* 



In re application of: Evan E. Patton^Jonalhan D. 
Reid, Jeffrey A. Hawkins, and Djugsh! SJCalakkad 

Application No. XT ^ ^ ^ 
Filed: November 30, 200] 

Title: IMPROVED CLAMSHEL>APPRATUS 
WIT H DYNAMIC UNIFORMITY CONTROL 



Attorney Docket No.: 
NOVLP025/NVfcS^500433 



Examiner: Not yot assiga il 

Group: 



u 1JS CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESSMAH ING 

1 31 th ' S Paper the docum «its and/or fees referred to as 
attached there.n are being deposited with the United States Postal Service on 
November 30, 2001 in an envelope as "Express Mail Post Office to 
cifSSf"" SerViCC Under 37 CFR §U0 ' Mailin 8 Ubel Number 
DC 2023? 53US ' 2ddreSSed t0 the Commis sioner for Patents, Washington, 



Carolyn Naegle r /I 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
37 CFR §§1.56 AND 1.97(b) 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

The references listed in the attached PTO Form 1449, copies of which are attached, may 
be material to examination of the above-identified patent application. Applicants submit these 
references in compliance with their duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.56 and 1.97. The 
Examiner is requested to make these references of official record in this application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is: (i) filed within three (3) months of the filing 
date of the above-referenced application, (ii) believed to be filed before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits, or (iii) believed to be filed before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a Request for Continued Examination under §1.114. Accordingly, it is 
believed that no fees are due in connection with the filing of this Information Disclosure 
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Statement. However, if it is determined that any fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge such fees to Deposit Account 500388 (Order No. NOVLP025). 

Respectfully submitted, 
BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 



Brian D. Griedel 
Registration No. 48,425 



P.O. Box 778 

Berkeley, CA 94704-0778 
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Form 1449 (Modified) 



Information Disclosure 
Statement By Applicant 



Examiner 
Initial 



(Use Several Sheets if Necessary) 

U.S. Patent Documents 



Arty Docket No. Application No. : 

NOVLP025/NVLS-000433 Not yet assigned ° 

Applicant: " cl^,. 
Patton, et al. 

Filing Date Group =jg 

November 30, 2001 Not yet assigned 
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No. 



B 



Patent No. 



6,176,985 Bl 



6,251,238 Bl 



6,270,646 Bl 



Date 



01/23/01 



Patentee 



06/26/01 
08/07/01 



Downes, Jr. et al. 



Kaufman et al. 



Walton et al. 



Class 



Sub- 
class 



Filing 
Date 



Examiner 
Initial 



Foreign Patent or Published Foreign Patent Application 



No. 



Document 
No 



Publication 
Date 



Country or 
Patent Office 



Class 



Sub- 
class 



Translation 



Yes 



No 



Examiner 
Initial 



No. 



Other Documents 



Author, Title, Date, Place (e.g. Journal) of Publication 



Examiner 



Date Considered 



^xaminer. Initial citation considered. Draw line throug h citation if not in conformance and 
not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 
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